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PILOT’S VOICE —  
5 PASSENGERS (A-E) 

SETTING: 6 chairs for airline passengers 

IN TRANSIT a 10-minute play by Alice Jankell 1m, 5either + male voice. An airplane in flight. Modern 
costumes. The possibility of an impending plane crash brings out the best of humanity in the pilot and 
passengers until it brings out the less-than-best…Based on a true story. Developed in the Playwright/
Director’s Workshop at The Actors Studio, NYC. ORDER #3362 

ALICE JANKELL — For Disney, Alice helped to create and develop new Broadway musicals.  As 
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IN TRANSIT 

(LIGHTS reveal six airplane passengers occupying chairs on stage.) 

(HOUSE LIGHTS remain up.) 

(EUGENE rises. He looks around at us.) 

EUGENE:  Maybe the human heart beats in an unseen collective.  And maybe that collective, the energy of 

that collective, creates a continuous current, like an air current.   An air current, which rises and falls, 

speeds up and slows down, touches us at times or is lost to us, at times, because of ...what?...atmospheric 

circulation.  

 I’m going to take you with me on this one, so you can ride this current with me, be part of what 

happened. 

  (He gestures widely to include us all.) 

 We’re on a jet flight, United Airlines, heading into San Francisco International Airport.   It’s a small, two 

motor jet coming from the east and approaching touchdown.   

 There are about 60 of us, adults, probably mostly strangers.  I haven’t really looked at who is around me.  

I doubt anyone has looked.  There is somebody in the seat next to me, but I couldn’t tell you what 

they’re wearing, or if they even took off their jacket.  There are folk sitting in front of me and behind 

me, and across the aisle, but... 

  (EUGENE shrugs.) 

 I’m reading a journal from the conference I was just at, and well, we all sit separately, together.  With a 

sense of mastery of our own lives. 

 The flight thus far has been serene and comfortable. 
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 SUDDENLY BOOM! 

  (PASSENGERS gasp.) 

 There’s a deafening thunderclap off of our right!  Deafening!    

 Followed by the clear odor of... 

  (PASSENGERS sniff.) 

 ...Fuel. 

  (Beat.  Stunned silence.) 

PILOT’S VOICE: Ok.  This is your pilot speaking.  We’re ok.  Our right motor has flamed out, but I am in 

control and we should be landing in just a few minutes, as soon as the landing strip is secured with fire 

trucks and rescue equipment.  Ok. 

  (Total Silence.) 

  (Long beat.) 

EUGENE: Look!   

  (EUGENE points out to his right.) 

 The plane makes a slight turn and we all look out the windows at the same time.  There’s the landing 

strip.  And the trucks.  And the huge hoses. 

  (Dead silence.) 

  (Long beat.) 

EUGENE: The woman next to me is wearing red.  She is.  It’s a woman, and she’s wearing a red sweater. 

  (More silence.) 

 We are all alive in this moment.  Each aware of the shoulder of the person next to us.  The solidity of it.  

Their breath.  Their sweat.   
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 Our own breath.  Our own sweat.   

 No more separately / together.  Just together/together.  And the pilot is our God.   

 Unbearable silence.  Then… 

TWO and a half more pages to the end
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