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PERUSAL SCRIPT — The Nightingale by Kings/Perry

CAST OF CHARACTERS 
COURTIERS of the Chinese Court 
 LADY COURTIER 
 Nine other COURTIERS (male and female) 
EMPEROR of China 
CHAMBERLAIN 
KITCHEN MAID 
ROYAL GARDENER 
THE NIGHTINGALE – she is lovely and dressed in brown, covered in feathers 
THE MECHANICAL – he is a clever impostor in a box who ultimately cannot be real and fails 
SERVANTS to Emperor Servants double as– 
AMBASSADORS: 
 RUSSIAN 
 ARABIAN 
 JAPANESE 
 ETHIOPIAN 
 SWISS 
 and their PERFORMERS 
  MAN with a basket, JAPANESE GIRL, JUGGLER 
ROYAL PHYSICIAN 
ROYAL WATCHMAKER 
DEATH 

MUSICAL NUMBERS 
ACT ONE 
Scene 1 —  
 #1 — LIFE IS PERFECT — Courtiers 
 #2 — ENNUI — Emperor 
 #3 — SOMETHING NEW — Courtiers 
Scene 2 —  
 #4 — THE SONG OF THE NIGHTINGALE —  Kitchen Maid 
 #5a – I WISH SUCH A FRIEND (+ dance) – Nightingale 
 #5b – I’LL BE  SUCH A FRIEND (reprise) – Nightingale and Emperor 

ACT TWO 
 #6 – THAT STRANGE THING FROM THE FOREST – Courtiers 
 #7 – A MIRACLE IN THE LAND & STRANGE THING (rep) – Emperor & Courtiers 
 #7a – Russian Dance – instrumental 
 #8 – PERFECTION – Mechanical 
 #9 – ISN’T IT GREAT! – Courtiers 

#10 – WHERE IS MY MELODY? – Emperor 
#11 – NEW BEGINNINGS – Nightingale & Emperor 
#12 – NEW BEGINNINGS: FINALE – Emperor, Nightingale and Company 
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TIME and PLACE: An era of Imperial China in the early Ming Dynasty (1300s) where 
China was becoming acquainted with other lands beyond their own due to Marco Polo 
having set up trade in the 1200s. This exchange was strictly with the countries of Europe, not 
with any of what would become their Imperialistic pawns on the American continents. 

THE NIGHTINGALE Book and Lyrics by Gayanne Ramsden King and George King, 
Music and Lyrics by C. Michael Perry. THE NIGHTINGALE is a musical script set in 
Imperial China. It tells the story of an Emperor who, bored with his perfect life, longs for 
something new. He discovers the Nightingale, whose beautiful song brings him joy. 
However, he becomes distracted by a mechanical bird, neglecting the real Nightingale. 
When the mechanical bird breaks, the Emperor realizes his mistake and yearns for the 
Nightingale's return. 
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The Nightingale 
Act I 

Scene 1– The curtains are closed. The COURTIERS of the Chinese court enter and file across the apron of 
the stage. 

MUSICAL #1.– LIFE IS PERFECT 

COURTIERS: 
WE WELCOME YOU TO CHINA. 
NO PLACE FINE-A THAN OUR PALACE HERE. 
WE HAVE A ROYAL CHALICE HERE TO GREET YOU WITH A GRIN. 
BE GOOD, BE KIND, WE’LL LET YOU IN. 
BUT CAUSE A ROUT WE’LL LET YOU OUT! 

OUR SILKS ARE PERFECT, THEY NEVER TOUCH THE GROUND. 
THEY SWIRL SO SMOOTHLY, BUT NEVER MAKE A SOUND.  
IF WE SPEAK IN WHISPERS AS YOU PASS, 
PLEASE, MIND THE WALL AND HALL FOR ALL ARE MADE OF GLASS. 

WE SWOON IN CHINA, 
THE MOON IN CHINA 
IS LIKE NO OTHER ORB. 
ITS PERFECT LIGHT YOU CAN ABSORB;  
IT LEADS YOU ON 
UNTIL THE DAWN 
IN CHINA! 

OUR ART IS PERFECT, IT’S ON OUR PORCELAIN. 
OUR FLOW’RS ARE PERFECT, JUST LIKE OUR PERFECT RAIN. 
IF WE SEEM TO DANCE IT MAY SEEM ODD, 
PLEASE, MIND THE WAY WE SWAY FOR IT REVEALS OUR GOD. 

HE HAS A PERFECT PALACE, OUR EMPEROR DIVINE. 
WE ARE TRULY HONORED TO WORSHIP AT HIS SHRINE.  
HE’S BEEN OUR PERFECT LEADER SINCE HE WAS JUST A BOY. 
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HIS WORDS ARE WISE AND FILLED WITH JOY. 
HIS EV’RY ACT IS PERFECT EACH HOUR OF THE DAY, 
AND MAY HE ALWAYS STAY THAT WAY. 

(There is the sound of a gong. The curtains open and the COURTIERS back up into a V-shaped 
line that points to the throne upon which the EMPEROR is seated. The EMPEROR is reading a 
scroll. He looks up at them all with a disinterested air.) 

EMPEROR: Tell me, Chief Courtier, what do your fellow courtiers say about me? 

(The.CHAMBERLAIN steps forward, comes toward the EMPEROR, and bows.) 

CHAMBERLAIN: They say you are perfect, Your Majesty. 

EMPEROR: And what do they say about my palace? 

CHAMBERLAIN: (bows again) It is perfect, Your Majesty. 

EMPEROR: And what do they say about my gardens? 

CHAMBERLAIN: (bows again) They are perfect, Your Majesty. 

EMPEROR: Enough! Enough! Enough!.This fills me with ennui! 

COURTIERS: (whispering variously) What? What does he mean? What is ennui? Ennui? 

(Hearing their whispers, the EMPEROR rises sternly,.and points his scroll at the 
CHAMBERLAIN.) 

EMPEROR:.What are you all whispering about? 

 CHAMBERLAIN: (bows.) Excuse us, Your Majesty, can you tell us, great Emperor, what does ennui 
mean? 

EMPEROR: It is a word from France and it means “I am bored.” 

MUSICAL #2 – ENNUI  
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EMPEROR: 
ANYONE WOULD READILY ASSUME 
AN EMPEROR’S CONTENT AS HE CAN BE. 
MY COURT MAKES ME FEEL I’M IN A TOMB, 
WITH GLOOM ALL AROUND ME. 

I ALWAYS KNOW WHO WILL COME IN. 
I ALWAYS SEE HOW TO BEGIN. 
EVERYBODY’S AIM 
KEEPS EVERYTHING THE SAME. 
MY DAYS ARE BORING AS CAN BE. 
ENNUI. 

EVEN SKIES, THEY NEVER CHANGE FROM BLUE. 
A TREE IS NEVER LITTLE MORE THAN GREEN. 
MY DAYS ARE JUST WAYS TO GET ME THROUGH. 
IT’S TRUE! ALL HAS BEEN SEEN. 

MY CLOTHES? THE SAME FROM HEAD TO TOE. 
MY GARDEN? NO SURPRISES SHOW! 
WHAT AM I TO DO? 
I’M ALWAY STUCK WITH YOU. 
ROUTINE AND DULL IS ALL I SEE. 
ENNUI 
I SEE 
FOR ME. 
ENNUI. 

(The COURTIERS whisper among themselves..They then ALL bow politely and quietly together.) 

CHAMBERLAIN: Your Majesty, your respectful Courtiers now present to you for your enjoyment and 
approval -- something new..We hope this pleases you. 

MUSICAL #3 – SOMETHING NEW 

(This song is a “dance.” As the song begins, the COURTIERS scurry off stage in all directions, 
then one by one they re-enter bringing various items..Each time a COURTIER eagerly presents an 
item, the EMPEROR shakes his head negatively. The MUSIC gets faster and faster until the 

— © 2025 by Kings & Perry • ALL RIGHTS RESERVED • No performance rights included with the 5
PERUSAL SCRIPT



The Nightingale by Kings/Perry

COURTIERS fall exhausted to the floor.)  

FIRST COURTIER: 
 A HOUSE OF GREAT BAMBOO? 

LADY COURTIER:  
 A GOLDEN DANCING SHOE? 

THIRD COURTIER: 
 A NECKLACE FROM JAPAN? 

FOURTH COURTIER: 
 A NEW TIBETAN FAN? 

FIFTH COURTIER:  
 A STYLISH RUSSIAN HAT? 

SIXTH COURTIER:  
 A SILVER PLATE SO FLAT? 

SEVENTH COURTIER: 
 A BRAIDED GOLDEN ROPE? 

EIGHTH COURTIER:  
 A KALEIDOSCOPE? 

NINTH COURTIER:  
 A BELL FROM ITALY? 

TENTH COURTIER:  
 A CUP OF BRITISH TEA?  
ALL: 
 WHICH THEY STOLE FROM YOU AND ME! 

(Finally the EMPEROR steps over them and marches sternly forward until he solemnly stands 
center stage.) 

EMPEROR: Enough!.None of this is truly new. 
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(The COURTIERS sit up startled, staring at the EMPEROR with amazement and fear..There is an 
awkward silence.) 

  
EMPEROR:.(sternly making a very grim announcement.) No food will be served to anyone in this palace, 

not one morsel, not even one crumb -- until I finally see something I have never seen before.-- 
something new that I like! 

(Startled and stunned, ALL onstage fall to the ground in despair..No one speaks or moves as the 
LIGHTS go out.) 

Scene 2 – LIGHTS up on an empty stage. An old man, the ROYAL GARDENER, enters, followed by the 
KITCHEN MAID. 

KITCHEN MAID: Gardener, would it be wrong if I presented the Emperor with something free, something 
that no one owns?.Would that be “something new”? 

ROYAL GARDENER: What do you mean? 

KITCHEN MAID: I know of something wonderful, something delightful, something astonishing that is 
there for everyone to enjoy..She has brought joy to me, and to so many others. Yet I think it is also 
something that the Emperor has never seen or heard. 

ROYAL GARDENER:.What is this she?.If this something is free, if everyone can enjoy it, are you certain 
the emperor doesn’t even know about it already? 

KITCHEN MAID: It is… 
  (She pauses, looks stealthy all around her, then whispers in his ear.) 

ROYAL GARDENER: Ah.yes!.I too have often heard her, with delight..But she belongs to the common 
folk. 

KITCHEN MAID: I know, but I have heard the Emperor has become very sad. Maybe she would cheer 
him up. 

ROYAL GARDENER: It is a dangerous thing to give something so special to the rich and mighty. They 
might try to tame her — put her in a cage. She belongs to everyone.  
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KITCHEN MAID: I know. But I have heard the Chamberlain say the Emperor is no longer doing the 
business of the Empire. What will become of all of us if the Emperor just sits and sighs? 

ROYAL GARDENER: Let me think about this. For now say nothing. 

KITCHEN MAID: Yes, Gardener. 

(They exit. Then the EMPEROR and all the COURTIERS now appear on-stage together. The 
EMPEROR is on his throne.) 

EMPEROR: (sighing) My life feels so empty, so worthless. 

(The.CHAMBERLAIN enters. He is carrying a book. He presents himself to the Emperor and 
bows.) 

CHAMBERLAIN: Your Majesty, this book has arrived from the King of Siam. You need to look at it and 
see if you like it well enough that I can send the King of Siam a thank-you letter. 

EMPEROR: (sighing.) You look at it. 

CHAMBERLAIN: But your Majesty, it is important for kings to acknowledge each other's gifts..Kings and 
Emperors are a very important and exclusive group. 

EMPEROR: (takes the book) That is true. It is a book about birds. I already know everything I need to 
know about all the birds in the world. This author has nothing new to tell me. 

  (He now begins reading the book, and looks up with great interest.) 
 Wait!.What is this? It says in this book that at the end of the Emperor of China’s garden in a forest by the 

sea there lives the Nightingale and it sings more beautifully than any bird in the world. I have never 
heard of this bird. Have you, Chamberlain? 

 CHAMBERLAIN: No, I have not, Your Majesty. 

EMPEROR: (stands and claps his hands.) Have any of my Courtiers ever heard this bird sing? 
  (COURTIERS shake their heads or say “no”.) 
 Well, then, Chamberlain, summon all the servants in the palace. Someone must have heard of this 

Nightingale. 
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(A gong is heard and the palace SERVANTS come running in urgently but politely..They then stand 
together.) 

 CHAMBERLAIN: The Emperor has summoned you to ask if any of you have heard of a bird called the 
Nightingale. Have you, have you? 

(The.CHAMBERLAIN moves quickly down the line of SERVANTS asking each of them if they have 
heard of the Nightingale. All of them say, “No,” until The.CHAMBERLAIN arrives at the 
KITCHEN MAID who happens to be standing by the ROYAL GARDENER.) 

KITCHEN MAID: I don’t know what to say. The Gardener said… 

 CHAMBERLAIN: (sternly) If you have any.information about this bird it is your duty to tell your 
Emperor. 

(The KITCHEN MAID looks at the ROYAL GARDENER and he nods in strong agreement. The 
EMPEROR steps down from his throne and comes over and speaks kindly to the KITCHEN 
MAID.) 

EMPEROR: Come, come my sweet maiden. You needn’t be afraid. Tell me about this Nightingale. What 
color is she? Vibrant blue like a peacock? 

KITCHEN MAID: She is an ordinary color. An everyday brown. But when she sings she has the most 
beautiful voice in the world. 

EMPEROR: Do you know where to find her? Show her to me!. I will then bring my whole court to hear 
her at once. 

KITCHEN MAID: Oh, no, Your Majesty. Do not bring the whole court! Just you. 

 CHAMBERLAIN: You cannot go out walking around with this young maiden alone, Your Majesty. 
  (Whispering to EMPEROR.) 
 This may be a deceptive trick to capture you!.Perhaps it’s some nefarious plot to harm you! 

KITCHEN MAID: Oh no indeed! Our nightingale.would never harm the Emperor. She is good. She is 
very, very good..But she is also very shy. 

MUSICAL #4 – SONG OF THE NIGHTINGALE 
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KITCHEN MAID:  
SHE HIDES IN ANY TREE,  
BUT WE SELDOM SEE HER. 
SHE’S MAGICAL AND FREE. 
NOBODY ELSE CAN BE HER. 

SHE’S IN THE MOON AND THE WINGS OF THE BUTTERFLY; 
IN EV’RY SOUND OF A HEARTBEAT OR A SIMPLE SIGH. 
FOR THE FIELD HAND AND THE FARMER, SHE MAKES THEIR HARVEST LIGHT 
AS HER SONG FILLS THE HOLLOWS OF THE NIGHT. 

SHE IS JOY. SHE IS LOVE. SHE IS YOUTH. 
SHE’’S THE GOODNESS THAT FILLS OUR LIVES WITH TRUTH. 
SHE GIVES OUR WORLD ITS WONDER. 
THERE’S NOTHING SHE CAN’T UNDERSTAND. 
OUR NIGHT BIRD SINGS AT NIGHT 
TO MAKE OUR FUTURE BRIGHT.  

IF YOU’VE FELT A TENDER FEELING, 
YOU’VE SENSED HER TENDER CARE. 
IT MAY FIND YOU REELING  
JUST TO KNOW THAT SHE IS THERE. 
PEACE IS FOUND, 
BURDEN’S BOUND, 
SORROWS CEASE, 
JOYS INCREASE. 
IN HER IS LIFE AND HONEY-COMB. 
IN HER IS HOME. 

SHE IS JOY. SHE IS LOVE. SHE IS YOUTH. 
SHE’’S THE GOODNESS THAT FILLS OUR LIVES WITH TRUTH. 
SHE GIVES OUR WORLD ITS WONDER. 
THERE’S NOTHING SHE CAN’T UNDERSTAND. 
OUR NIGHT BIRD SINGS AT NIGHT 
TO MAKE OUR FUTURE BRIGHT. 

EMPEROR: (speaking gently to the KITCHEN MAID.).I think I want to hear this Nightingale -- 
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immediately. Please, take me to her. 
  (He claps his hands.) 
 Courtiers! You are dismissed. Servants! You are dismissed.  
  (ALL silently exit except the KITCHEN MAID and the EMPEROR.) 
 Now, little maid, let’s go see this wonderful Nightingale together. 

(As the EMPEROR speaks the SERVANTS bring on trees. The LIGHTS dim. It is twilight. Then 
the.CHAMBERLAIN enters stealthy and quickly hides behind one of the trees.) 

EMPEROR: (observing the forest around him) This is such a beautiful wood. I have never been here 
before. 

(Suddenly we hear the beautiful sound of.a woman’s acapella voice coming from far away, 
offstage.) 

EMPEROR: What is that? 

KITCHEN MAID: It is the Nightingale. She sings every night. 

(NIGHTINGALE now appears.) 

NIGHTINGALE: (very glad to see her good friend.) Hello, little Maid. Have you brought someone new to 
see me? 

KITCHEN MAID: I have brought the Emperor. He is a friend to us all. 

EMPEROR: Please. Will you sing for me? I have come especially to hear you sing. 

  ( CHAMBERLAIN exits.) 

NIGHTINGALE: What would you have me sing? 

EMPEROR: Something new. Something wonderful. 

NIGHTINGALE: I will sing of friendship. 

EMPEROR: In my position, I do not know if I have any friends. People don’t really care for me.They only 
care for what they know I can give them. 
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NIGHTINGALE: I would like to be your friend. A bird cannot have too many friends. And I suppose that 
to be true of people too. 

MUSICAL #5a – I WISH SUCH A FRIEND  

NIGHTINGALE: 
THOSE WHO TALK OF SMALL THINGS, 
OF NOTHING NEW AND ALL THINGS, 
WE SIT AND COUNT THE STARS, 
PRETEND THE WORLD IS OURS. 
BEGINNINGS AND ENDINGS,  
AND LOTS OF PRETENDINGS; 
I WISH SUCH A FRIEND. 

LAUGHTER FOR EACH OTHER, 
INSTEAD OF AT ANOTHER, 
WE SHARE OUR HOPES AND DREAMS, 
ELUSIVE AS IT SEEMS, 
ENJOYING SUCCESSES, 
AND MAKING FUN MESSES! 
I WISH SUCH A FRIEND. 

(MUSIC continues as NIGHTINGALE begins to dance a very sweet, very gentle ballet.) 

EMPEROR: Nightingale, will you come and live with me at my court? It would make me so happy to hear 
you sing and see you dance every day. 

(Suddenly the stage is filled with the sound of voices crying out.) 

VOICES: (variously) There she is! Capture her! Hold her! 

(SERVANTS and the CHAMBERLAIN enter, surrounded by COURTIERS..A COURTIER and two 
SERVANTS also wheel in a golden cage.) 

SERVANTS/COURTIERS: (variously confused as the enter) Keep her down! Don’t let her get away! Put 
her in the cage! Get her! Get her now!  
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 CHAMBERLAIN: (speaking loudly and clearly to the EMPEROR) We will capture the Nightingale for 
you, Your Majesty! 

EMPEROR: No, stop! Stop!.Everyone back off!   
  (He announces clearly to everyone:) 
 Silence!.Let her alone! Back off!  
  (Once ALL do so, he speaks quietly and respectfully to the NIGHTINGALE.) 
 Please, come to my court, Nightingale. In friendship. 

NIGHTINGALE: I would like to join you..You seem kind to me. 

EMPEROR: Let me offer you this new cage to travel safely with us. It is yours to use or not use. But let me 
offer you protection on your journey to the palace.  

  (There is a long pause..The NIGHTINGALE hesitates.) 

NIGHTINGALE: You will always let me return to the forest, whenever I wish? 

EMPEROR: Yes, yes, of course. Any time at all. 

MUSICAL #5b – I’LL BE SUCH A FRIEND (reprise) 

NIGHTINGALE: Then… 
WE WILL TALK OF SMALL THINGS, 
OF NOTHING NEW AND ALL THINGS, 
WE’LL SIT AND COUNT THE STARS, 
PRETEND THE WORLD IS OURS. 
BEGINNINGS AND ENDINGS,  
AND LOTS OF PRETENDINGS; 
WILL YOU BE SUCH A FRIEND? 
BOTH: 
I’LL BE SUCH A FRIEND. 

(She slowly walks to the cage. A SERVANT opens the cage door. The NIGHTINGALE steps in. The 
SERVANT closes the door and the LIGHTS go out.) 

END OF ACT I 

15 more pages in act two
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